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gineering undertaking that takes the
rivers up to the dey distriets in the in-
terior, those improvemenis in railway
traffic and connections, in fact, the first
steps towards that completed condltlon,
or eondition in process of completion,
that we now Dbehold. Al these things are
vow reminiscent of his name; and we ean-
not write the history of onr country with-
ont mentioning his name with respect and
with honour, Thevefore, withont further
words, I ask permission to move—

That this House desives to place on
record s apprecialion of the public
services rendered lo the Siate Ly the
Hon., F. H. Piesse, and to express ils
deepest sympathy with his family in
the irreparable loss which they have
sustained by his decease; and that BAr.
Spealer be requested lo forward ihe
foregoing resolulion to the relatives of
the deceased yenileman.

Mr. MITCHELL (Northam): I ap-

preciate the words that have fallen from
the Attorney General, The Hon. F. H

Piesse always took the broadest possible.

view of his public duties and sacrificed
himself to a great extent in the inferests
of the people. To some of us lhe was
known for a great many years. In every
phase of his life he wns a suceess; but
while he sncceeded himself, he endeavoured
to. improve the lot of others. Tt was
35 yvears ago when he was first connected
with the great district that has been as-
sociafed with his name. We all know that
it is due to him that the Great Sonthern
district has prospered to sueh an extent,
while to his foresight and ability the

erest town of Katanning is what it is.

te-day. In his publie life he was an un-
doubted success. He hecame Minister of
the Crown when the couniry needed the
services of an able, energetie, and capable
administrator; and the Attorney General
has rightly said that the Hon. ¥, H.
Piesse has been associated with all the
great works that have been undertaken in
Western Australia. He was associated
in no small degree with the greaf water
scheme that supplies Kalgoorlie. Prob-
ably no man had less credit for the work

he did. It is true, of course, that not
every public man during his lifetime gets
the eredit that is really his due. Mr.
Piesse was known to all of us. We re-
member him with very strong affection,
no matter on which side of the House we
may sit. The Attorney General has said,
and I agree with him, that Mr, Piesse
loved peace, notwithstanding which "he
was always perfectly willing to fight for
his principles. We very much regret his
loss, and I have pleasure in seconding the
motion moved by the Attorney General.
Question passed; members standing.

House adjourned at 4.42 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at
430 p.m., and read prayers,

ASSENT TO BILLS,

Assent to the following Bills of last
session reported :—

Agrieultural Bank Aet Amendmeut.

Appellate Jurisdietion,

Appropriation.

Collie Municipal Rates Validation.

Criminal Code Amendment.

Deputy Governor’s Powers.

Dwellingup State Hotel.

Early Closing Amendment,

Gloldfields Water Supply Act Amend- -
ment.

Health Aet Amendment.

Hotham-Crossman Railway.
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Land Tax and Ineome Tax.

Licensing Act Amendment.

Local Courts Act Amendment.

Marrinup Branch Railway.

Municipal Corporations Aet Amend-
ment,

Police Benefit Pund Ordinance Amend-
ment.

Public Service Act Amendment.

Supplementary Loan.

Supply.

Totalisator Regulation.

Transcontinental Railway.

Cpper Darling Range Railway Exten-
sion.

Veterinary.

Workers’ Homes.

Yilliminning-Kondinin Railway.

The Divoree Amendment Bill, 1911,
reserved for the signification of His
Majesty’s pleasure, received the Royal
Assent on 29th Febroary, 1912,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Abori-
gines Department, annual report; 2,
Goldfields Water Supply Administration,
amendment of by-laws; 3, Regulations
under (a) Public Libvary, Museum, and
Art Gallery Aet, 1911, (b) Veterinary
Act, 1911, (e} Land Aect, 1898, (d) Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, (&) Fisheries Aet,
1905; 4, By-laws under (a)} Cemeferies
Act, 1897, (b) Land Act, 1898; 5, Per-
manent Reserves Act, 1899, Amendment
of Class B Reserves; 6, Land Aet, 1895,
{imber tramwny pevmits; 7, Municipal
Corporations Act, 1906: By-laws of the
municipalities of—(a) Queen’s Park, (b)

South Perth, (¢} Albany, (d4) North
Perth, (e¢) Wagin, (f) Suobiaco, (g)

Perth, {h) Collie, (i) Fremantle, (k)
Geraldton: 8, Roads Act, 1911: By-laws
of the road hoards of—{a) Yilgarn, (b}
Mourambine, (¢) Mullewa, (&) Phillips
River, (¢} Coolgardie, (£) Toodyay, (I)
West Arthur, (i) Kojonup, (k) Broad
Arrow, (1) Beverley, (m) Tableland, (n)
Coolgardie, (o) Greenbushes, (p) Mount
Margaret, (n) Tambellup, (r) Irwin,
(s) Capel, (t} Dardanup, {u) Belmant
Park, (v) West Kimberley, (w} Order-
in-Couneil re Tambellip Townsite, -

QUESTION—SAVINGS BAXI,
STATE AND COMMONWEALTH.
Hon, M. T.. MOSS (withont notiee)

asked the Colonial Secretary: Whether
after the lapse of time between the last
day of the last session of Parliament and
the present time, the Govermment have yet
made up their minds as to what they in-
tend to do in the matter of the Savings
Bank business and the Commonwealth.
The hon. member informed the House last
session that the matter was under con-
sideration. ~ I therefore did wot get a
satisfactory answer,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew): I wounld prefer that the
hon, member gave notice of the guestion.
I will then eundeavonr to secure the in-
formation.

QUESTION—XNO-CONFIDEXNCE
DEBATE,

Hon. F. CONXNOR (without unotice)
asked the Colonial Seeretary: Is it the
intention of the leader of the House to
adjourn the debate on the Address-in-
reply pending the vesult of the No-Con-
fidenee motion in the Legislative Assemn-
blx?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) replied: With the permis-
sion of the House, it is my intention to
carry the debate on the Address-in-reply
1o its conclusion, and then, if it is found
that the motion of No-Confidence in an-
other place has not been disposed of, we
will adjourn the further business of the
Honse until the Assembly has concluded
its debate.

Hon. F. CONXNOR: May I give my
reasons for asking lhe question?

The PRESIDEXRT: I think not ot this
stuge.

QUESTION —TUNEMPLOYED AT
KALGOORLIE.

Hon. R. D, McKEENZIE asked the Col-
onial Seeretary: 1. Ave the Government
aware tliat there arve larze numbers of
unemploved men i Kalgoorlie wailing
for work in connection with the Trans-
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continental railway, the commencement of
which is indefinitely postponed? 2, If
so, do they intend to take any action to
relieve the situation?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: (Nos. 1 and 2), The Government
have been informed that such is the ease,
and prior to the assembling of Parliament,
had instituted enquiries with a view to
aseertaining the actual position of affairs,
and, if possible, promptly relieving the
situation. The Government have also been
in communication with the Federal au-
thorities, with the object of ascertaining
when they are likely to be able to proceed
with any work in connectionr with the
Trans-Australian railway. The Right
Honourable the Prime Minister has now
telegraphed to the effeet that the position
of affairs regarding the commencement of
the railway referred to is now more hope-
ful, and he expecis to furnish a definite
reply within a few days.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. F. CONNOR leave
of absence for four weeks granted to the
Houn. Sir B, H. Wittenoom on the ground
of urgent private business.

MOTION—STATE SHIPPING
DEPARTMENT.

On motion by Hon, R.-J. LYNN or-
dered: That all papers in connection
with the appointment of Mr. Sudholz as
manager of the State Shipping Depart-
ment, including the agreement entered in-
lo with him, he laid on the Table.

BILL—GAME.
Introduced by Hon, W. Kingsmill and
read a first time. .

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Y Second Day. .
e Afnielzdméozt moved.
" Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) i Tt'is not
my mlenpon to vote for ihe motion he-

fme the "Houge bemuse aftel T have fin-

LIS & PN Al

ished the remarks I propose to make this
afternoon, it is my intention to move an
amendraent to the Address. Since the
last sitting of this House the usual bien-
nial election has taken place, and while,
the House is benefited by the accession
of new members, I think it is fitting that
something should be said with regard to
those who are now mno longer members
of this Chamber. Those gentlemen have
rendered excellent service to the State, and
I think it is pardonable on my part if I
make special reference to the 12 years of
valuable service which my late colleague,
Mr. Laurie, rendered to the State and the
provinece. He was a regular attendant
at this House and took a highly intelli-
gent intevest in all the proceedings, and
was in every sense a most useful member,
It is a great pleasure to me, now that he
is no longer a member of this House, to
place on record in the pages of Hansard
the opinion which I, and T am sure a good
many other members of this House, hold
of Mr, Lawrie. Now, it is a matter of
regret that at the recent elections a much
greater attempt was made to turn this
Chamber into a party House than had
ever been made previously.

Hon. J. Cornell :
House?

Hon., M. L. MOSS: The hon.
member is not sufficiently experienced
or econversant with what has transpired
in years past, or he would not ask that
question. My hon. friend Mr. Counolly,

Is it not a party

.who led this House for a period of six

Yyears, on numerous oceasions did not
thank me or other members for the strong
criticism of the measures submitied by
his Government from time to time. In
no sense bas this been a party Chamber.
The desire and ambition of every person
who nrges the retention of ithe seecond
Chamber is that.we shall be able to con-
sider every question submitted to us al-
together apart from party bias. That
has heen the leading prineiple aciuating
hon. members in the past, and all the
trash dlld nonsense which is heard out-
side ,of Parliament as to this being a
conservative C]mmbel and a pagty- House,
is prl‘ﬂe and will pot be l;stened to fm one
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moment by anyone who knows what are
the actual facts. But an attempt was
made at the recent election to turn this
inte a party Chamber, and those respon-
sihle for that attempt did not meet with
very rreat success at the bands of the
electors, for, outside of those pledged to
the Labour platform, who may be called
both here and in another place nominees
of the Trades Hall—although we have
some new members here who bear that
trade mark upen them—the numerical
strength in (his House of men actuated
by non-party motives remains as hefore
the elections.

Hon. J. Cornell :
of the franchise,

Hon. M. L. MOSS : I will deal with
the franchise presently. It was never in-
tended when the Constitution was granted
to this country to have the franchise
for the Upper llouse upon the same lines
as that for the Lower House. That, in
fv opinion, is the great defect in the
Federal Scnate, and when in Western
Ausiralia one House becomes practically
a couuterpart of the other, it will cer-
tainly be time to abolish the Legislative
Council. At the recent elections the
grossest misrepresentation was praetised
by those parties who assailed this Fouse
and accused us of being tied to party
lines, and one of those misrepresentations
has been foreibly referred to by an hon.
member of this House. Mr. Davis, in
seconding the motion for the Address-in-
Reply, referved to the faet that this
House was responsible for throwing out
the amendment of the Arbitration and
Conetliation Aet. No one knows better
than Mr. Davis that that statement is not
a fair and accurate criticism of the ac-
tion of this House with regard to that
measure. That amending Bill contained
16 clauses, as I told the hon. member
the other day, and 14 of those clauses
this House agreed to, 13 being agreed to
absoluiely and the fourteenth being com-
promised upon when the managers of this
House met the managers of the Legisla-
tive Assembly in conference, when the
deadlock arose. We have listened to a
tremendous lot of rubbish about the fear-

That was the fault

ful technicalities there are in the way of
persons who are parties to these indus-
fridl disputes gelting to the court, but all
the clauses in the Bill submitted to the
House last session having for their ob-
ject the simplifving of the proeedure and
facilitating the parties in dispute getting
to the court were agreed to. Mr. Davis
knows it well, vet on the floor of this
House made a statement that the Act
was defective because of those diffienlties
in getting to the ecourt. Now, a fair
statement of the position with regard te
the attitude of this Chamber on the
Arbitration Act is this: we have ex-
tended the definitions of industrial dis-
pute and of industry, we validated
the registration of certain unions that
had been registered under the Act, in re-
spect of which there was a doubt as to
whether they had been properly regis-
tered; we allowed an appeal from
the registrar to a Judge of the Supreme
Court on the refusal to register a union;
we agreed to the provisions in that mea-
sare entitling the court to make a com-
mon rule in regard to any partieular
award in an industry; we distinctly stipu-
lated that the court’s decision was to be
final as bo whether a dispute existed or
not: we agreed to a clause providing that
no individnal employer should be exempt
from the operation of an award by rea-
soit of there not being a member of
the union in his employ; hon. members
will recollect the amendment we agreed
to enabling the couri to interfere with
awards made for a period of three years
after they had been only one year in opera-
tton; we agreed to a famous clause that
there should be a minimum wage for an
industry, such minimum wage being one
enabling the worker to live in reasonable
comfort, having regard to his domestie
obligations whatever they might be; we
simplified the procedure for taking ap-
peals under Section 97, we extended the
provisions of Seetion 107 to Government
employees, and included them in an in-
dustry, and simplilied the procedure for
(Government employees desiring to ap-
proach the court. These are all the things
we agreed to. Now what are the things
we did not agree to? We disagreed with
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the proposal for a lay president who would
be largely a nominee of the party in
power. " !

Hon, J. Cornell;
tion. y .

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Tt is my‘ assump-
tion and my asserticn, and it is a fact. If
we are going to give this Government or
the next Government power to appoint a
president, we run the risk on the one
hand of a man being appointed who is
a partisan for the capitalist, and, on the
other hand, of a man being appointed
who is a partisan for the Labour party.
We did not want to make the experiment
of having a nominee of either party. We
wanted to have a man to preside in that
court against whom there eould be no
hreath of suspicion, and who would be en-
tirely free from influence.

Hon. J. Coruell: Do you mean to in-
fer that a judge of the Supreme Court
was the only man fit?

Hon. M. L. MOSS: The hon. member
will hear if he will have a little patience.
That was the first thing we disagreed
with. Qur next point of disagreement
was Lhis: seeing that we had agreed to
snch a high minimum as was contained in
that Bill, we were not going to permit
the conrt to go into any workshop and
lay down rules for regulating that indus-
try and classifying and grading the em-
ployees, because numbers of hon. mem-
bers had said that nnder such eonditions
the person running the industry would
have the exireme pleasure of providing
all the capital-—-and remember a high
mihimum was fixed, and rightly so— and
then the court was coming in to Iay down
rules and regulations for the eonduct of
that industry. The capital was to be
provided, and ducks and drakes were to
be played with it under these two claunses.
We disagreed with them and the Counecil
was justified in its actions. Was it a

That is your assump-

fair thing for persouns to go through-
out the length and breadth of this
country and vilify the Legislative

Council as vresponsible for the re-
jeetion of this measure, when we had
agreed to all the things of the absence of
which our opponents were complaining
in the country? This question of taking

gontrol of a man’s business they very
astutely Lept in the background, because
they. knew that the great bulk of intelli-
gent thought would not fail to resent a
provision of that nature. Then, on top
of that, we-had a repetition of the state-
ment by ap hon. member of this House
although he knew too well the amount of
time and trouble that was devoted to the
measure, and how many of the provisions
we accepted, to be justified in making the
statement that the House was responsible
for the rejection of the amending mea-
sure. That was one of the misrepresenta-
tions practised during the recent elections,
but there were two others. The next one
was the proposed amendment of the
Public Works Aet, in econnection
with whick the Premier went to un-
due length to besmirch the character
of an hon. gentleman who sat in this
Howse for 12 years. The electors of
the metropolitan provinee, to their credit,
showed their displeasure at such tactics
by returning him by a thumping majority
to continue to perform his duty to the
eountry for another six years, I had the
opportunity and the pleasure of going to
North Perth io express the opinion that
I, and I believe other hon. members, held
of the conduet of Mr. Sommers in his
place in the House for years past, and it
is a great source of satisfaction to me to
know that the IPress gave the greatest
publicity npecessary to, in the first
place, clear My, Sommers’ -character,
and, in the next place, to clear the
Honse of the gross libel -which those
fighting this House on party lines
had placed upon it, in saying that we
fought the Bill on party lines. Let me
say that if that Bill comes forward again
I will do my best to defeat it, and I be-
lieve other hon. members will do the same,
T am prepared to reconsider the provis-
ions of the Public Works Aect of 1902, in
so far as that Bill is not what it should
be to mete out justice to the Government
and the people of this eountry. T said
when the Bill was in Committee that it
had been the practice in the Works De-
partment, when land was eompulsorily
resumed for public purposes, for the Gov-
ernment to deliberately vefrain—and I
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am not referring to the present Govern-
ment only, but equally to the Government
of which Mr. Connolly was a member, al-
though perhaps neither Government are
so much to blame as the responsible offi-
cers working under them—deliberately re-
frain from making offers when the claims
for compensation were sent in.  The eom-
pensation clauses were copied from the
New Zealand statules, but in New Zealand,
if a man puts in a elaim for eompensation,
the Government must make an offer with-
in 60 days, or the amount of the claim
is deemed to be admitted. The Act in
Western Australia has not that provision
and the measure is in this position, that
when the owner of the property puts in
a elaim all the Government have to do
is to sit down and make no offer. The
result is that the man is deprived of his
land and does not get a penny of com-
pensation until the Government decide
that they will make an offer. In comnec-
tion with two claims that were passing
through wmy hands professionally—I men-
tion no names, but I can give their offictal
numbers, 13480/11 and 13679/11—these
were pnt in on the 15th November, 1911,
and since this Government came inte
office. (I want to establish that point;
because the Colonial Secretavy said in
Committee on the Bill, “You will not find
this Government behave in that way.”)
But it was not until the 20th April, 1912,
that offers were made in these partieular
cases, and they were made in this way.
Until T eonld get the good offices of Mr.
Bolton, a member of another House for
South Fremantle, to zo to Mr, Seaddan
and tell him what was taking place I got
no offer. Faney being obliged to get a
supporter of the Government to approach
the Premier to have the law carried ouf.
The offer was not made for five months.
I am prepared to see the State get a fair
deal in regard to these resumptions, and
to see that it is not plundered, but the
Act itself is evidence of the bad way in
which secissors and paste are unsed indis-
criminately with the result that a fair
measure has not been put on the statute-
book. Now, the next measure for

which this Honse was vilified was the
Publie Works Committee Bill. T am not

going to say much about that; there was
a great concensus of opinion in this Cham-
ber that the measure should not find its
way on to the statute-book, and evidently
the publie thought that we were amply
justified in preventiig it from reaching
that destination; but we are threatened
again with the Public Works Committee
Bill, not according to the Governor's
Bpeech, but aceording to speeches made
on various platforms in the eountiy by
the Government and by Government sup-
porters, [ am not going to recant from
the position I took np with regavd to
that reasuve; I shall do my best to de-
feat it again, hecause it is the fifth wheel
to the coach and an unnecessary piece of
legislation, and is drafted with the object
of providing fees to members of Parlia-
ment in this and another place. The re-
sult of the election may be regarded as a
great victory for this Chamber. It is the
undoubted opinien of a large section of
the Western Australian community that
it is necessary, in the interests of good
government, that the second ¢chamber shall
be kept intact. The Government have
been in office eight months, and State
socialism seems to be the leading feature
of the programme they are putting before
the country. When one eommences to
put in black and white what is now being
undertaken, and what is being immedi-
ately eontemplaied, to see the vast amount
of State socialism to whieh the Govern-
ment are committing the eountry, it is
quite surprising——the purchase and run-
ning of steamers, State saw mills, milk
supply, the running of fervies, the estab-
lishment of State brick works, the making
of agrieultural implements, Now, in the
name of all that is serious, where is all
the mouey to come from to do this? And,
what T want to know also is, when they
get the money—what information are they
going to give this House and the country
as to the estimates that have been made
concerning whether these things iwill be
profitable or not?

Hon. J. D. Counolly:
going to supply fish.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: There may be a
multitude more. The hon, member’s in-
terjection has established the point that

They are also
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there is a march of State socialism now,
not for great national works, sueh as rail-
ways and the water scheme for the gold-
fields, which maost certainly onght to be in
the hands of the publie, but for a number
and variety of things which most unques-
tionably ongit te be left te private en-
terprise. In the fivst place, where is the
money on which to embark on all these
things? And, then, what are they going
to cost. and are the Government satisfied
they have made sufficient inquiries, even
if we are to be hurled headlong into these
business ventures, that they are going to
he profitable to the country? Tt is not
like a person undertaking a thing that
hecomes unprofitnible. He ecan go into the
Bankruptey Court and whitewash himself,
The only whitewashing that can be done
in cavrying out an unprofitable State busi-
ness is this—inereased taxation on the
people.  And it is coming; it is fore-
shadowed in the Governor’'s Speech. What
is it to be? Ii will be interesting when
the Colonial Seeretary makes his speech
in this debate, if Le lets us have some in-
formation as to what figures the Govern-
ment are in possession of, as to what they
are going to recelve on the one side of
the ledger in connection with these busi-
ness ventures, and on the other side as
to what these things arve going to cost. Tt
is all very well to stand on public plat-
forms, to the accompaniment of brass
bands and cheering erowds, and say, “We
are going fo do it.” 1t is different when
we come down to solid business. These
things are to be undertaken at the cost of
additional taxation on the people of the
State; and if that additional taxation
takes the shape of an income tax, it will
be a most disastrous thing for Western
Australia; because we look to the Old
Country to provide us with eapital, on
which there is already an income tax of
1s. 2d. If the income that is earned
on British capital in this ecountry is
to be burdened with a very much greater
inecome tax than 4d. in the pound, it
must necessarily follow that it will stop
the inflow of British capital to this eoun-
try, which will be disastrous not only to
the capitalist but also to the working
man in this eommunity. These steamer

ventures, saw mills, milk, and ferries—all
these businesses have been undertaken hy
the Government without parliamentary
anthority; they are in direct violation of
the Constitntion Aet, and the Audii Act;
and it i1s in eonsequence of this that I
propose to inble an omendmeni at the
conelusion of my observalions, I want
to make this position absclutely elear and
beyond a skadow of doubi, that as the
Government are fresh from the country
—they were only elected in October last
—it i1s my intention not tu prevent them
etting any appropriation they may ask
for to carry out any part of the pro-
gramme they submitted to the people
and which they were returned to ey out.
If this were a party House, holding
stronz opinions, as I do, that this State
socialism is most destructive of the best
interests of the country, it would be my
bounden duty here to vote against these
appropriations and induce other members
to do so; bnt it is not my intention to
give my vote by way of refusing
these appropriations. What I do say is
that when the Constitution Aet and the
Audit Aet provide that parliamentary
sanction for expenditure shall be ob-
tained in a eertain way, it is the duty of
the Government running the country—
whether they hold their position by one
or two votes in another place, or whether
they have the sweeping majority the pre-
seunt Government can count upon—to act
constitutionally. They are the first men
who assail and attack the other side in
polities if they ean ecateh them tripping
on such points in regard to lesser expen-
diture. I shall satisfy the Chamber that
the*Government have aeted in this man-
ner. There are distinet directions to the
Administrators of the government of the
country, as to what they shall do when
they require public money. Section 64
of the Constitution Aect provides—

All taxes, imposts, rates, and duties,
and all territorial, easual, and other
revenues of the Crown (ineluding royal-
ties) from whatever sourece arising
within the Colony, over which the
Legislature has power of appropria-
tion, shall form one Consolidated Re-
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venue Fund to be appropriated to the
public serviee of the Colony in the
manner and subject to the charges
hereinafter mentioned.

Then Section 67 provides—

It shall not be lawful for the Legis-
lative Assembly to adopt or pass any
Vote, Resolution, or Bill for the ap-
propriation of any part of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, or of any rate
tax, duty, or impost to any purpese
which has not been first recommended
to the Assembly by Message of the Gov-
ernor during the session in which such
vote, Resolution, or Bill is imposed.

Then comes Section 7, which reads—

After and subject to the charges
hereinbefore mentioned, all the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund shall be ap-
propriated to such purposes as any Aect
of the Legislature shall prescribe.

It is, therefore, clear from the Constitu-
tion Aet that it is not a lawful thing for
one fraction to be taken from these funds
without the anthority of an Aet of both
Houses of the Legislature. This is not
the first oecasion in Australia when a
Legislative Council has felt that circum-
stances justified eomplaint against the
action of a Govermment. In New South
Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, and South
Anstralia, cenflicts between the two
Houses have occurred, and hetween the
Legislative Councils of those States and
the Ministries responsible for the ad-
ministration of the affairs of those States,
and they are referred to in Todd’s Par-
Yamentary Government in the British
Colonies. 1 propose, in justification of
the attitude I assume with regard to
the constitutional aspect of the gnestion,
to quote at some considerable length from
Todd, in order to establish, not so much
for the satisfaction of hon. members sitt-
ing around here, who know perfectly well
what I am telling them, that money can-
uot be drawn from Consolidated Revenue
Fund without an act of Appropriation,
but 50 that the country ean know if at any
rate, that there are numbers of preced-
ents to show that the Govrenment have
acted in violation of what is absolutely
necessary if they have due regard to the
‘duties and obligations imposed upon them

by the Constitution Aet. But it is not
only the Constitution Aet that males pro-
vision in this direetion. Section 31 of the
Aundit Aet provides—

No money shall be drawn from the
Public Account execept under appro-
priation made by law, or by the author-
ity of the Governor.

The auathority of the Governor there al-
Inded to refers to certain sections of the
Constitution Act, where there are moneys
permanently appropriated. For instance,
look at the Schedule of the Constitution
Act; there are certain gentlemen whose
offices were abolished by the advent of
Responsible Government. Those gentle-
men were provided with pensions which
were permanently appropriated. No
provision is necessary in connection with
those, nor is any prevision necessary with
regard to the costs and expenses of the
collection of the revenue of the State;
they, by the Constitution Ack, are per-
menently appropriated; bnt when we
come to other moneys, the Audit Act,
foillowing the provisions of the Constitu-
tion Aet, lays down, in elear language,
that no moneys shall be drawn from the
Public Account except under appropria-
tion made by lIaw. Now, what does the
Act say with regard to Loan Funds$
Section 56 provides—

A separate account shall be kept in
the Treasury of all moneys which shall
be raised by way of loan upon the pub-
lie eredit of the State, and which shall
be placed to the credit of the Public Ac-
ecount.  Such account shall be called
“The General Loan Fund,” and shall
be kept under such separate heads as
are specified in the several Loan Aets
under the anthority whereof the moneys
were raised.

Section 58 provides—

1t shall not be lawful for the Treas-
urer to expend any moneys standing to
the credit of the General Loan Fund,
except under the authority of an Act.

Now, it is established eclearly that, with
regard to the Consolidated Revenue Fund
and the moneys from General Loan Fund,
it is an unlawful aet on the part of Min-
isters to take any of these monevs for
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which there is not an appropriation, Now
T come to the Speech, which is exceptioal,
inasmuch as there never was a Speech de-
livered by any Governor in Western Aus-
tralia which was framed in the same way
as this Speech. If hon. members will
take the Speech they wall find that it
starts—“Mr. President and gentlemen of
the Legislative Council—Mr. Speaker and
gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly.”
There are then a variety of things ad-
dressed to members of boih Houses of
Parliament. There is then a break in the
Speech, after which it goes on—

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the
Legislative  Assembly—My  Ministers
have deveted mueh attention to the
provision of means for the reduction
of the cost of living, and at an early
date yvon wilt be asked to ratify the
neeessary appropriation for the trading
enterprises which have been under-
taken for this purpose.

These observations ave addressed to the
members of the Legislative Assembly
only, and it is this I am complaining of.
Then follow {wo paragraphs, one dealing
with the purchase of the steamers, and
the other in connection with the establish-
ment of State saw mills. In effect it says
that only the Legislative Assembly will
be asked to ratify this expenditure. , I
have pointed out clearly that both by the
Constitution Aet and the Aundit Act the
appropriation must be by Act of Par-
liament, in  which both branches of
the Legislature must coneur. Members
have only to take up the Constitution Act
to see that without the consent of this
Chamber it will he impossible to pat an
appropriation upon the statute hook. In
all the other conflicts in Australia in cou-
nection with this question this has been
laid down firmly by the Imperial anthor-
ities and the law olficers of the Crown in
England, namely, that no money can be
extracted from revenue or from loan
funds except by an Act of both Houses
of Parliament. Subsequently the Speech
asks for supplies from the Legislative
Assembly, whick is a perfectly proper
thing. Never in the past has a
Speech failed to address both Houses
on all questions except that of sup-

ply ; but here is an admittedly un-
anthorised expenditure, and the Govern-
ment ask for ratification of their unlaw-
ful aets simply at the hands of the Legis-
lative Assembily. If we were to tolerate
this it would be reducing this House ab-
solutely to a sham. There are three in-
dividuals to whom members have a right
to look to uphold the privileges of the
Chamber. In the first place, there is your-
self, Mr. President, and in the second
place, there is the Hon. Mr. Kingsmill,
the Chairman of Commitiees. It has not
been possible for either the President or
the Chatrman of Committees to do any-
thing in connection with the matter ap-
pearing in the Speech, where an attempt
bas been made to lay it down that it is
permissible to spend publiec money with-
ont the anthority of hoth Houses of Par-
linment.  The third individual to whom
this Chamber looks te uphold its
undoubted privileges is the leader of
the Honse. The Colonial Secretary and
the Hon. Mr. Dodd must in Cabinet have
had that Speach before them, and I cannot
understand that when the privileges of
this Chamber were assailed, as they arein
the Speech, these gentlemen weve consent-
ing parties to the ignoring of the privi-
leges we undoubtedly possess. 1 will not
say that T would go so far as was done
in South Australia, as illustrated in the
quotation I am abount to make, hecause
I do not hold that what was dene in South
Australia in cireumstanees not nearly so
grave as those with which we are faced,
was wholly warranted. If you over-run
a vote which Parliament in a previous
session has approved, then from a con-
stitutional aspect it is an entirelv different
thing from embarking in new businesses
without Parliamentary authority. I pro-
pose to guote from Todd, page 712, to
show you how the Legislative Couneil of
Sonth Australia regarded an attack upon
their privileges—-

In 1877, bowever, a more serious dis-

agreenrent oceurred in this eolony.

This refers io Sonth Australia.
On June 12th inquiry was made of
" Ministers in the Legislative Couneil in
- regard to eertain rumoured prepara-
tions for the erection of new Parligment
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buildings. In reply the Council was
informed that the Government contem-
plated the building of a new Chamber,
as part of a proposed design for the
beiter accommodation of both Honses,
but that no money had yet been voted
for the purpose. Upon which, on July
5, lhe Legislative Counancil resolved
“that the action of the Government, in
deciding upon a site, and commencing
to build new Houses of Parliament,
without the {previons) sanetion of both
hranches of the Legislature is unconsti-
iutional, and does not meet with the
approval of this Council.” A private
member then gave notice of a motion
for an address to the Administrator of
the Government to represent the right
of the Legislative Couneil to be con-
sulted on this subject. Sir Henry
Ayers (Chief Secretary and leader of
the Government in this House) then
gave notice of a motion o resolve ‘“that
it is desirable to proceed immediately
with the erection of the new Assembly
Chamber.”” On July 25, before the
aforementioned notices were discussed,
il was resolved ‘*That the Chief Secre-
tary, by ignoring the constitutional
rights of this Counecil, and by his con-
duet  generally with reference to
the proposed new Parliament Build-
mgs, has lost the econfidence of
this Couneil.’> On July 31, in
amendment to @ motion by the Chief
Seeretary, that the Council, at its rising,
should adjourn to the following day,
it was resolved, “That this House would
not proceed to business so long as the
Government is represented in the Cham-
ber by a mwember in whom i{ has no con-
fidence; and therefore that business be
postponed for a week, to afford the
Ministry an opportunity of changing
their representative.”” No such change
having taken place, further adjourn-
ments were made, for a week at a time,
until Angust 28. On that day a motion
to resolve, “That the Council insists
upon itg rights te be forthwith con-
sulted upon the necessity and expedi-
ency of building new Houses of Parlia-
ment at the present Lime” was nega-
tived npon the previous question. The

Council then adjourned. On August 20
it was vesolved, “That this Couneil,
while objecting to the leadership of the
present Chief Secretary will: proceed
with business, and directs that all public
Bills received from the Assembly be
placed in charge of the Hon. William
Morgan, a private member of the
House,” The Counecil then adjounrned
until September 4, and afterwards yntil
September 11, and September 18, doing
some business at each sitting.

A change of Government came along with-
in a short time, and the Hon. William
Morgans became leader of the House in
the new Government. I am not snggest-
ing that because onr privileges have not
been prulected by the Colonial Seerelary
this Legislative (‘onneil should go to the
extreme of passing any such resolution
as. that passed in South Australta, T
think it was wrong to do so.

The Colonial Secretary: You are quite
welcome to do it

Hon. M. . MOSS: I say it was a
wrong thing to do, T am merely staling
the case to esltablish the point thai in a
neighbouring State, where money was
voted and the Houses of Parliament were
commeneed without eonsulting the Coun-
eil, it was thought necessary to iake a
drastic step, as related in Fodd. Tt es-
tablishes my point that in another State
the expenditure of meney for a praetie-
ally necessary thing witheut the Parlia-
mentary authority of both Houses, was
regarded as sullicient excuse for passing
that drastic resolution. I do not pro-
pose to do anylhing of the kind. My
amendment, which I will read nt the close
of my speech, will be a sufficient protest
against this unlawful action. I have
stated emphatically that when the Bill
comes down, I and perhaps other members
of the House, will give the Government
the necessary money. Because the Gov-
erbment mmst get the opportunity they
asked the people for of cheapening the
price of food, if they are able to do it.
s0 that the conditions of living in Western
Australia may be improved, and it is not
for this House to attempti to stop them.
I go further and say that if the state-
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-ment made by the Colonial Secretary to
_Mr. Counolly the other day is an aceurate
one—and T accept unreservedly the state-
ment of the Hon. Mr. Drew, because it
wonld be unparliamentiary for me to do
otherwise—if the statement is aceurate
that the Supply Bill which we passed
through the other day while fhe Standing
Orders were suspended eontains no
amount at all in respect to the payment
for these steamers, or other unaunthorised
works, it is a sfrprising thing to me where
the money has come from. We granted
two months" supply and voted money from
the Lpan funds. T know that some money
has been paid for these steamers, and
it s a mystery where it came from., I
accept the statement. of the Hon. Mr. Drew
in that regard, but I will be delighted if,
when he speaks, he will enlighten us as
to where the Government raised the money
to pay for these steamers. I know some
of themn have been paid for. If, however,
the Hon. Mr. Drew has made an incorreet
statement, T will not say wilfully, then
most exiraordinary advice has been given
to His Excellency the Governor to sign
the necessary warrants for the money for
these steamers, seeing that it is for the
earrying out of a part of the Government
policy which has not yet received the
approval of both Houses of Parliament.
There is no doubt that a Governor of a
State or Colony in which Responsible
Government obtains, has a right (o aet
upon the adviee of his Ministers, If
he does that on every oceasion, whether it
may meet with publie or other approval,
he has done his duty, and the penalty
is  with the Ministers if that
part of their policy has not received the
endorsement of the electors. But it is
anether thing that advice should be given
to the Governor to sign the warrants for
this expenditure if it is at all doubtful
that Parliamentary sanetion will be uli-
mately given, and the reference in Todd
which I did intend to read, but with
which I do not now propose to weary the
House, lays it down ¢learly and distinetly
that a Governor is standing on tender
ground if he takes that eourse when there
is a doubt about Parliamentary ratifica-
tion being subsequently given. However,

T assume His Excellency the Go,vernor‘has

acted on the advice of his Ministers, and
therefore it is the Minisiry who must take
the responsibility of the unlawful action.
This procedure would be very objection-
able in any Government, but it is doubly
objectionable in a Government ruled by
caneus and dictated to by the Trades Hall,
Hon. J. Cornell: .Oh! Nonsense.
Hon. M. L. MOSS: Do not talk about
nonsense, We know of that big procession
on the Esplanade organised by sixty or
seventy trades unions to the accompani-
ment of fwo or three brass bands. We
know the power behind the throne. It is

mo use the lion. member talking about

“nonsense;” the Trades Hall have
given the instruciions, We do not know
what took place inside eauens, but there
may have been a large number of the
supporters of the present Government de-
sirons of refraining from doing these un-
constitutional actions, but caucus No. 2
and instruetions from Trades Hall No. 1
are the motives which impel this Govern-
ment, Unauthorised expenditure to aid
State enterprises, not previously ratified,
committed by a Government subject to
these peeular influences, is doubly objec-
tionable, I acquit the Colonial Secretary
and the Honorary Minister of deliberately
intending to insult this Council, but I
believe the reference to ratification by the

'Assembly only being suificient is a studied

insult to this House. The Government
are pledged to abolish this Chamber, and
the Government lose no opportunity of
belittling it, and belittling it in the most
unfair way, and to bhave put into His
Excellency’s mouth language which in-
terferes with and ignores the con-
stitutional principles of this House, in
my opinion, is a studied insult to the
House and its members. What do they
propose? The Labhonr platform con-
tains a plank for the reduetion of
the franchise with a view to the
ultimate abolition of the Legislative
Council. We have had that dished up in
season and out of season, T am proud to
say that here, and on every public plai-
form on which I have expressed my opin-
ion, I have said T would never vote to
reduce the franchise for the Comneil below
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£25. That has never interfered with my
obtaining a seat in this House, and all the
time that steps were being taken by the
late Government to reduce the franchise
to £15, T was one of the strongest thorns
in their side, trying to prevent it. I had
long ago come to the conclusion that when
we had got the qoalification down to that
of the Lower House, the Legislative Conn-
cil would be a thing of the past. The
Labour party have tried the cry of aboli-
tion; they have seenred a reduection to
£17, but the election has not snited them
as well as they anticipated. This House
is as strong to-day in favour of retaining
the Legislative Council, and against fur-
ther redoction as it was before the elee-
tion took place. This House has the
latest mandate from the people of West-
ern Australia on a large number of public
questions.

Hon. F. Davis: A portion of the
people, . ;
Hon, M, L. MOS8S: The portion we

represent; the portion who have material
interests in this country; the people who
bave to shoulder the burden of in-
creased taxation which under the sce-
ialistic enterprises into which the Gov-
ernment desire to enter will soon come; the
people who have something to lose, and Mr,
Davis is one of them. I do not want to pre-
dict bad days for this country; that is the
last thing I want to do. I am sufficiently
patriotic to Western Australia to wish her
well. All T have in this world, I owe to
Western Australia, but there iz a limit
to what even a rich country like Western
Anpstralia ean stand in the way of tasa-
tion. We will know it when a lot of these
enterprises, which should be left to pri-
vate industry, grit, emergy, and business
acumen to earry out, do not suceeed., I
have not so much confidence in Govern-
ment departments generally—the refuge
for many destitntes who ecannot make
their way outside—to believe that these
industries ean be carried out for the good
of the State by public departments.
The franchise reductiopn vyiew has not
worked well, and so there is to be a con-
vention to revise the Constitation. It is
useless for the Government or anyone else
to deny what that means. They are quite

satisfied with the Legislative Assembly
and everything else in the Constitution,
except the fact that there is a second
Chamber, The second Chamber is the one
barrier that will prevent this party or any
party going too far or running this conn-
try into a dreadful mess. The convention
would be elected on the franchise of the
Lower House, n convention probably with
the wlole State as one electorate. 1 do
not know; we shall hear details later on
probably, I think it eould only be worked
that way as you could not have sep-
arate distriets. It will be a econven-
tion of ten, fifteen, or twenty. indi-
viduals of Western Australia to revise the
Consiitution. Then a Bill will be drawn
up ¢ontaining the provisions to which the
convention agrees. When it comes along
that will be the short cut (if we are fools
enough to agree to it) to abolish the Leg-
islative Counncil. My, Seaddan and his
friends may rest assured that the Legisla-
tive Couneil will not agree to anything of
the kind. I am sure that Mr. Lynn and
-other honourable gentlemen, who are fresh
back from the electorates, and who have
contested the elections at some expense to
themselves, and loss of time, will not
cheerfully embraece the opportunity to
agree to such a thing.
Hon. J. Cornell: Self preservation.

~Hon, M. L. MOSS: Preservation to
prevent a lot of irrespensible persons
running riot with the eountry. Pro-
perty and proprietary interests have
to be protected, not only in the
interesis of the owners of these
properties, but in the interests of the
working men, Otherwige if there is such
distrust in the Government of this coun-
{ry that people are not prepared to bring
capital into (Western Awvstralia, the work-
ing man will present a serry speetacle, and
be without means of earning a livelihood.
There should not be these attempts to stir
up strife between employer, on the one
hind, and employee on the other; that is
at the bottom of it all, When the Labour
party, or any other party, get charge of
this country they cannot turn it info a
prosperous country merely by passing
Acts of Parliament. This eountry will
be made prosperous in the way that
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.the great republic of the TUnited
States has been made prosperous,
namely., by the greatest freedom, and
not by hampering conditions against
men who are prepared to bring their eapi-
tal into the country and do their best to
develop it. If there is one place on the
face of the earth where men appear to be
prosperous, and where high wages and
high prices obtain, it is the United States;
but I am not going to deal with that re-
public. Go io the great empire of CGer-
many, and see her well ordered and pros-
perous communities. That is a country
where they have not looked to the statute-
book for a muss of experiments to make
the country prosperous, Western Austra-
lia wants millions of capital.to develop it,
and neecessary publie works to open it up,
and every inducement at our command to
get people with money to come in and de-
velop its great resources, The Hon, Mr.
Connor has lately come back from a visit
to the Philippines, and it is interesting to
hear him talk of the great facilities af-
forded to people going there to put their
capital into those islands. The people of
Western Australia must not imagine that
this is the only spot on the globe. There
‘is plenty of territory on this earth, and
the Governments of those territories are
anxious to give people facilities to go
there and invest their money to develop it.
We shonld not be setting elass against
class and running to the statute-book to
make the country prosperouns by fantastie
schemes. Why should a man who bas em-
barked a certain amount of eapital in a
venture he an object of attack; why cre-
ate an avhitration court against that man
to take away from him the control of his
business and tell him how to manage it?
This country should be satisfied to see fair
conditions of labour and a fair minimum
wage, As to the rest, if the workingmen
are true to themselves they will recognise
that the employer is entitled to a certain
amount of liberty. .

Hon, J. Cornell: The working man
thinks the employer gets too much, .

Hon, M. L. MOSS: No, he does not;
I will fell you who does. There are foo
many agitators to think for the working
men, and who on all kinds of platforms

stand up and tell them of imaginary griev-
ances. There are not enough men going
through this country telling the working
men, who are getting, as I believe they
are on the Boulder, 13s. 4d. a day, that
is £200 a year—“You are much beiter off
than the men in the old country who work
down coal mines for 15s. or £1 a week®
TWe do not want those conditions here. I
want to see no industry carried on which
will not keep men in reasonable comfort.
It is a very different thing, however, when
an agitator gets on a platform and makes
men dissatisfied with their lot. Too much
of that goes on.

Hon. F. Davis: Then you infer that
the working man does not use his own
brains? :

Hon. M. 1., MOSS: He is not allowed
to., Yon have only to go to the Law
Courts within the last fourteen days to
see if 2 man can exercise any independ-
ence—three tyvrants saying if a man was
pot put out by his employers they wounld
stop the TWest Ausiralian coming out.
That sort of thing goes on right through,
Do you think the lumpers’ strike at Fre-
mantle was relished by the men and their
families? It is the dread of being stig-
matised a “blackleg” that frightens them.
The working man can use his brains, and
intelligently too, and the working man of
this country will use his brains intelli-
gently before another twelve months are
over, when all these schemes are carried
ont at a loss to the country. The Gov-
ernment have no more chance of cheapen-
ing the cost of commodities than the
people who are in these businesses who
have made every point in the game a fine
art. :

- Hon. F. Davis: Working men are not
the only ones in the unions.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: 1 do not cbject to

‘the unions, but to the tyranny of a good

many men in the unions. The union is an
absolutely necessary thing. Before union-
ism eame men were ground down to servi-
tude of a nature which we do not want
to see in this country, The hon. mem-
ber seems to think (judging by his infer-
jection) that probably I am a great op-
ponent of the working man. When the
hon. member ean put up a Parliamentary
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record on the part of social reform as I
have since 1895——

Hon. F. Davis: I did nof infer that;
I said the workers are not the only ones
in the union,

Hon. M. L. MOSS: T know that, The
mnion is a lawful thing; it has been legal-
ised by Aect of Parliament. 1t is a com-
bination of wen to get better wages and
better conditions of labounr; it is regarded
as a perfecily proper thing. With regard
to the Commonwealth, though this does
not refer to Western Australia, it is a
erime for men having eapital in businesses
to combine in the same way. The Coal
Vend was fined £15,000. The Australian
Industries Preservation Aect is an Aect
whieh prevents vendors of commodities
and persons carrying on different
services in  Australia from combining
to keep up their industry as the
working man is anthorised to do his.
When the hon. member interjects
about unionism, there is a great deal
to be said on the other side. The other
side are not permitted to do what the
worker is allowed to do. However, that
is the law, and I am not complaining
about it. It is a good thing when men
combine, but the men ought to see that
the leaders are reasonable in their de-
mands, and they should also understand
that those who do not see eye to eye wiih
them should not be tyrannised in the way
we know tyranny goes on in this eom-
muonity. I branched off a little bit. T
'was dealing with the convention, and I
said that Mr. Scaddan and his colleagues
would know pretty well when this debate
was ended that we would agree to no
convention. This Constitution Act of
Western Australia, some people think is
a doeument that can be played with as
if it was of a trifling character, but it
is a fundamental charter that gives the
rights to this Parliament to sit; that
gives rights to both Houses. It is a
measure which has passed the Imperial
Parliament. Tt was amended in 1899,
authorizsing Parliament to make amend-
ments from time to time in it. The Con-
stitution of a country is a very solemn
doeument, and it is necessary that there
shonld be great obstacles in the wayv of
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whittling away that Constitution, There
is a permanent necessity that this House
should continne to exist, and T feel
strongly that the legislation which can be
the result of compromise in another place
or the result of a pariy vote should be
dealt with by this House. Members who
have sat with me in this Chamber for
years must admit that it is disgraceful
the way in whieh the legislation session
after session has come down to this place,
Every Bill whieh is brought down by 2
Government, and which is in the Gover-
nor's Speech, is part of the Government
policy. 1t may be confiscatory in charae-
ter, and outrageous in many respects, but
it is more than any supporter in that
party dare to vote against. N easures
come here bearing such party imprints,
and we have from time to time practi-
cally to redraft them. We have had in
Western Australia two parties evenly bal-
anced, with four Independents keeping
the Government in power, and we may
have such a condition of affairs again. In
these cases legislation beeomes a question
of compromise. Is it net necessary that
there shouid be a House not hound to
one party or another to give these meas-
ures calm consideration, when they arrive
here? Under such conditions as I have
alluded to it is essential that we should
keep in existence this House where party
conditions do not prevail. I have beenr
aceused of being a party man, yet for
years and vears we have had legislation
coming here, legislation coming from the
Wilson Government and the Moore Gov-
ernment, which has had to be put through
the erucible of this House, and I have
taken a great part in eriticising it. When
the Land tax eame here originally T moved
that the Bill (and it was & serious step
to take) should be thrown out. That was
a strong stand to take up against any
Government. It took Mr. Connolly
two years to get that measure placed on
the statute-book but he only was able to
do so in a form modified to suit our
views. We have had all this talk
about the high cost of living. If there
is one thing which is impressed npon one
more than another, it is the small amount
people in Australia get for the money ex-
pended. When we have got the Federal
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Tariff imposimg something like {wenty
millions on the people of Aunstralia,
heaped-up protection, where we have Av-
bitration Acts, where there is demand
after dewand coming along, all these
things will increase the cost of living.
Yon eannot have these things on one
ltand, you eannot have high pay and re-
duced hours, and at the same time have
reduced cost of living; they will not fit
m.
Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honérary Minister}:
How do you account for it that in all
other parts of the world where they have
not these things, it is the same.

Hon. M, L. MOSS: I am dealing with
this part of the world at the present time,
and I say you eannob get short howrs,
long pay, and cheap cost of produetion;
they will not fit in together. Therefore,
the eost of living miust inercase. 1 put
this to Mr. Dedd. What we do know has
occurred in this country. Men whe were
gefting 9s. a day now reeeive 10s. a day
and 11s. a day, and of course the mer-
chant has put up his prices all the time.
That works out splendidly unfil it op-
erates against the mining induostry, the
agricultural indnstry and other industries
that have to send their commodities out-
side this country. Then it becomes a very
serious question indeed. The (Goverminent
have purchased steamers to reduce the cost
of living. I said before that I should like
to know what estimates have been made
to find out if these ventures are to he
make a profit to the country or not. To
refer to one in partienlar. Why did not
the Government charter a vessel for a
year, instead of embarking on a huge
expenditure for purchasing vessels, until
they were satisfied that this was a pay-
able venture. But the business capaei-
ties of members of the Government may
be able to give a reason for that. It has
been laid down by members of Govern-
ments, and has been frequently mentioned
in another place, that the way ta cheapen
meat that has to be brought 2,000 miles
from the sparsely populated parts of
the State was by the erection of freezing
works at Wyndham. It does not require
a very brainy person to see this, that if
you are carrying animals alive, the space

they occupy is very mueh greater than
if animals were slaughtered on the spot
and their careases brought down here
chilled and put into consumption; and it
does not require a very areat intelligence
to understand that on a journey of eight
or ten days from Wynham ito Fremantle
the wastage that goes on in the animal is
enormous and the quality of the meat
suffers. All this adds enormonsly to ihe
cost of living. It is not by the chartering
or the purehase of steamers that that cost
is appreciably diminished. Take a 600
pound bullock. I do not know if that is
the average weight, but take a 600 pound
bullock, and suppose for the sake of argu-
ment, that the freight charged by the
shipping companies is £3 or £3 10s. a
head to bring that bulloek from Derby
Lere, and suppose the Government carcy
bullocks at one-hzalf the cost at present
charged. In a 600 pound weight beast
that amount, when divided out, is nof
appreciable, and I tell the Govermment
what will be the result. The buteler, or
whoever purchases the eattle coming down
by the steawer will put the 30s. in his
pocket and the general public will not
zet the meat any cheaper.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Then they must
zo butehering.

Hon. M. L. MOSS8: Yes, they must go
butehering, and they will not stop at
butchering; they will not rest until all
are down at a fair level of £4 n week, and
evervbody is a Government servant. It
is a erime thal a man, by his superior in-
telligence or industry is able to make more
than the average wage. All must start
off serateh; they must run the vace
at the same pace and all come in
at the finish at the same time.
There is no room for anybody else. We
are told that there is a meat ring and a
shipping ring. When the referenda
proposals were before the people of
the country, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, a Labour Government, said the Aect
dealing with arbitration, witl monopolies,
with combines and trusts could only be
brought into operation when applied to
inter-State transactions. It was one of
the cofaplaints against the State, that we
had not passed a law dealing with mono-
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polies, combines and trusts, I wanted my
friend, Mr. Connolly, when in the late
Government, to remove the objection and
introduce a Bill

Hon. J. D. Connolly : We intended to
do so.

Hon, M. L. MOSS : Introduce that
Bill and allow it to apply to intraState
transaetions, and T will support it. It will
stop rings, and it will stop the complaints
against this country not having done
its duty when the referenda pro-
posals eome along again. I think
the party in power is anxious that
the question should be left out so
that there will still be that cause of com-
plaint, because from what has oceurred
in connection with the Savings Bank
ne doubt the Government are playing
into the hands of the Federal Ministry
with the idea of forcing Unifieation
against this State. T said just now that
I did not know whether estimates ex-
isted to show whether these ventures
were going to be sueeessful or not. 1
do not propose to quote many figures, but
can the State stand these ventures ¥ The
Government took office in October, when
there was a defieit, in round numbers, of
£29,000. They have been in office about
8 months—we have not the figures to the
30th June, but we have the figores in the
Statistical Abstract up to the 31st May,
and the deficit on the 31st May was
£183,000, or, in plain English, the Gov-
ernment had gone astern to the tune of
£154,000 in eight months. The (Govern-
ment are commitfed to all these fantastic
schemes, which are in the dark, and which
will go to swell the deficit and impose
- more tazation upon the people of the coun-
try. I want the Minister to say, when he
speaks, that we will have an assurance
that proper mereantile aecounts will be
kept with regard to these ventures. We
do not want the ventures tun by rule
of red tape so that the expenditure ean
take place and ean be sunk in a different
department and then we will not know
what loss the State is making on this or
on that venture. We want to see every-
thing go into the balance-sheet as jf the
venture was run as a private goncern.
We want to know whether the interest

is charged against this concern, and
whether depreciation is eharged, and a
hundred and one things that a profes-
stonal aceountant would provide for.
Not an aeceountant who is down in a
groove, such an aceountant as we find in a
Government depariment, but we want
accountants similar to those outside, who
have to rub shonlders with other aceount-
ants and know how business aceounts
should be kept, so that we shall know
exactly how tle venture stands at the
end of six or twelve months. I suppose
it wounld he futile to expeet that by a
debate in this Chamber or anywhere else
the Government can he compelled to do
other than that which they think £t
There are people in this country who
can put their hats on their beads and
walk out if things go on unsatisfactorily,
and i would be a relief therefore to know
that proper trading accounis arve going
to be kept so that we may know exactly
at the end of six or twelve months
whether these ventures are profitable. In
one or two connections I want to tell the
country where they may be in dealing
with the Government. It is known that
in every statufe put on the statute-hook
the Crown is never bound unless the faet
is specifically mentioned. We have passed
an Aet called the Sea Carriage of Goods
Act; the object of it was to prevent ship-
pitg companies putting all kinds of eoun-
ditions on their bills of lading to exempt
themselves from liability on every con-
ceivable oceasion. The Crown is not
bound by the Sea Carriage of Goods Act;
they will be carrying for the general pub-
lie, and, if bills of lading are being issued
with all these conditions on, they are
getting an advantage over the private
carrier in that respeet, and their ecus-
tomers will be under a considerable dis-
advantage, Then the Health Act does
not hind the Crown, but steamship owners
have been prosecuted for allowing their
boats to get into an insanitary condition
in the earrying of stock. That may seem
a small matter, but it is not so, because
there are great difficulties in the way of
doing what the Health aaothorities de-
mand., It will be interesting to know
whether similar demands will be made
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against the Government when -carrying
stoek. I have reason to suppose that in
the carriage of goods by land, where the
Government have a monoopoly in the
State, the provisions of the Sea Carriage
of Goods Aet do not apply, because it is
the most diffienlt thing in the world to
get at the Commissioner of Railways.
There are (wo risks for carrying, the
Comissioner’s and the owner’s, No one
ean consign at the Cowmmissioner’s risk,
because the rate is altogether beyond what
any business person can pay; all goods
are therefore carried at owner’s risk, and
the exemptions from liability are so greni
that, although the Railway Act says the
Commissioner is a eommon earrier, his
obligations are whittled away, and he has
no obligations at all. Thus it will be
seen that the Glovernment, with regard to
this monopoly, legislate themselves out
of all liability, and compel people to be
bound by the eonditions on their bills of
lading. I have every occasion again
to make this point. We have an
Aet in foree called the Crown Suits
Act, which was passed in 1898, and
it is a eopy of an Aect taken from the
New Zealand statute passed in 1881—over
thirty vears ago. Thirty years ago, Gov-
ernments in Australia had not embarked
on the numbar of enterprises that they
have done to-day. Private persons and
public companies were left to do all these
things. There is a maxim that the King
can do no wrong, and the King, in this
country, is the West Australian Ministry,
to all practical intents and purposes, The
Crown Suits Act does not allow <you to
bring an action against the Government
for any wrong they may do. One of the
first Acts which the Commonwealth Par-
liament passed was the Judiciary Act, and
a honest and a reasonable thing was done,
They said that as the Commonwealth
would embark npon enterprises similar to
those which private people were under-
taking they would throw the doors of the
courts wide open, and allow any action to
be brought freely against the Common-
‘wealth, We, in this State, under the
Crown Sunits Aef, permif no action fo be
brought unless it is 4 wrong in connection
with a public work, and that public work

is defined in the Aet., I will give an
Mustration. The Government are earry-
ing on a State farm at Brunswick; there
was no such thing as a State farm in this
country in 18%8. The Government, at
this State farm, are growing commodities,
and selling them, against other farmers.
If two settlers own some land, and ona
settler puts n fire on his land and does
not keep it within his  boundary and
allows it to do an injury to his neigh-
bour, he has to pay for it. I will tell
bhon. members what has oceurred at the
State farm. Fires were started there, and
a setiler, owning an adjoining property,
had some damage done to his erop. A
request was made to the Government (o
allow that man to go to the conrts of law,
and that request has been made since this
CGlovernment has been in office. The man’s
claim was only £25; he was a poor, strug-
gling farmer; and if he had taken action
the point wounld have heen vaised that his
farm was not a publiec work as contem-
plated by the Aet. The Government was
asked to waive that point, and let the man
sue for damages. That request, however,
whiceh was made in writing, was refused.

Hon. C. Sommers: Shame!

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I will give hon.
members the name of this person, if they
desire it. The Government are embarking
on a large number of enterprises; this
may be a good poliey or it may be bad.
I think it is bad. I want the Govern-
ment of this country to conduect its busi-
ness ot honest lines. Let us have the
Commonwealth legislation and throw open
the doors of the courts of the country
wide, for the people to get their rights
when there is a breach of contract, or a
wrong on the part of the Government,
carrying out these enterprises. I
asked the Government, two years ago,
to amend the Crown Suits Aect, and they
said then that the matter was under con-
sideration, It is important that the Gov-
ernment should not be in a better position
than private individuals in carrying out
these ventures. If they take risks, or do
wrongs, they should put themselves pre-
cisely in the position of the Common-
wealth Government, and allow people fo
have resort to the eourts of law, in order
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to get justice, which they are entitled to
in every case. The Attorney General said
a few days ago that fresh taxation was
to be imposed, and that it was to be a
bleeding proeess; that a cupping appara-
tus was to be put on and the people bled.
A very nice statement from a responsible
AMinister to go ont from this country fo
the place we look to for eapital with
which to develop the State. I have
always been strongly against exemption
from taxation. I fought against exemp-
tions in the Land and Income Tax Act.
People ought to be compelled to pay ac-
cording to their means; there should not
be one class to eseape, while another class
should be made to pay. The Income Tax
Act exempts incomes under £200; I think
that is wrong. The Government say that
the Land and Income Tax Aect is to be
subjected to amendment; T hope this
House and another place will agree that
everybody, according to his means, must
be compelled to pay towards that land and
mcome tax. This is a thing that does not
affect me personally in the slightest de-
gree, and I say this because T do not
want to he accnsed subsegquently of ad-
vocating something for my personal ad-
vantage. I gquestion also whether it is
advisable to keep two land taxes, Federal
and State. T do not wani people who are
drawing ineomes from land in any part
of Australia to escape the burden of con-
tributing towards the government of the
eountry. T am not altogether opposed to
no exemption being given in the Federal
Act to people living outside Australia;
they should pay something more for the
benefits they ave getting in the proteetion
of their property. But, bearing in mind
that there are no exemptions to people
living outside the ecountry, is it good
policy to keep two land taxes? The late
Government were prepared to remove the
State tax, and I think that would bave
been an excellent policy. The present
Government, I know, are committed to
keep it. If they are so committed, it is
to be hoped that the adjustment of the
ecupping apparatus and bleeding process
will be reasonable when it applies to fur-
ther burdeus being imposed on the land

of the country. I am speaking more

partieularly with regard to the area from
Fremanile to Midland Junetion, which we

know is rated at mnearly Bs. in the
pound manicipally, and then, on top
of that, there are two land taxes
and the income tax. The burden is
beecoming a serious one for the
people to bear, and when on top

of that we are committed to enter-
prises about which we have heard so much
lately—I may be accused of being a
“eroaker,” but I think I know ns much as
the ‘Government know abont these things
—whieh, if run at a loss to the eountry,
will mean that the added taxation will
prove an exceedingly bad thing for Wesi-
ern Australia, and must, of eourse, reecoil
badly upou the bulk of the population,
and by the bulk of the population I mean
those who are depending on a weekly
wage. [t is not by putting this bleeding
policy into operation that the Attorney
General will achieve all that he hopes,
We have had a long speech from the Gov-
ernor dealing with all kinds of things.
This Government was committed to a cer-
tain policy of immigration, and I may
say here that the best thing the late Gov-
ernment did was to make contracts with
certain steamship companies to carry
people to Western Australia. T am sorry
that these contracts were not for a longer
period. Now we find in the poliey of the
present Government that there is nothing
at all said as to what is to be done in con-
nection with the most important question,
that of immigration.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 te 7.30 p.m.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): I was
saying that in the Speech there is an
absence of one of the most important
matters, affecting not only Western Aus-
tralia, but every State of the Common-
wealth, I was alluding to the contraets
that were made by the late Government
for the bringing of immigrants to this
country. Not a word is in the Speech as
to the continuation of this necessary
policy. If there is one thing which is ab.
solutely necessary to be done in the in-
terests of the whole of the Common-
wealth, it is that some continuous policy
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be laid down for the peopling of the vast
empty spaces of this continent. The great
danger of Australia to-day is its empty
spaces. We have, as I remarked on num-
bers of oceasions previously, at the very
doors of this continent, teeming millions
of Asiaties, and those people are becom-
ing real live political powers.

Hon. C. Sommers: Read what the
Consul General for China said the other
day.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: It is guite obvicus
that, in order to properly protect the peo-
ple of this eountry, and the best interests
of Australia, the handful of people who
are in this continent are insufficient to
carry out the duty that we owe not only
to ourselves but to humanity at large. Tt
is impossible for the Australian people to
keep this country, nnpeopled as it is to-
day, when other nations are hungering
for territory and will be prepared to do
a greater duty to Australia than the Aus-
tralian people, or at any rate a large per-
centage of them, feel disposed to do. 1
have before said that with the great and
enlightened German people, who are con-
fined in a eircnmscribed country, hunger-
ing for territory for national expansion,
and precluded from landing anywhere on
the American continent on aecount of the
Monroe doctrine, with the armaments of
the United Siates strong enoungh to pre-
vent them from breaking that plank of
American poliey, it is only the strong arm
of Great Britain that protecis us in Aus-
tralia; and if the day comes when the
mother country meets with reverses, a rich
country like Australia, eapable of main-
taining millions of white people, will he
one of the spots on the earth’s surface up-
on which people who are envious of our
heritage will make claims, followed by
foree, in order to do what the Anstralian
people fail to do at the present moment.
In my opinion, almost saperhnman efforts
shonld be put forward to put people in
this country. I am the last one to desire
to see a large unemployed diffieulty in
Australia, and particnlarly in Western
Australia, but I believe the country cap-
able of absorbing a much great number
of people than have been coming into the
eountry even during the time that the

Wilson Governiment were carrying out
their immigration policy. There is not a
word in the Speech on that point, buf, on
the contrary, we have had very conflicting
statement, for which the Premier of the
country is.responsible. On the one hand
we are led to suppose that it is against
the policy of the Government to econtinue
the system of immigration, but, on the
other hand, when the best side was being
held up to London, the Premier led the
people at the annnal Western Australian
banquet at the Troeadero restaurant re-
eently to suppose that this policy of immi-
gration is to he pursned. The country ean
perhaps stand socialistic enterprises that
may end in a loss of money, but this eoun-
try cannot recover from what wight take
place unless popnlation is put into if. The
building uwp of an Australian navy, and
eompulsory service on land, are no doubt
good things in their way, but it will be
much better for this eountry if a huge
population is erowded into it. I hope the
Government will continue the immigra-
tion policy of the Wilson Government and
not be afraid that it is going to congest
the Labour market. The bringing in of
people will provide a greater demand for
all the commodities of life, and will pro-
vide more work for every man living by
the sweat of his brow. Tt is a narrow
poliey to suppose that, by the bringing in
of the right class of population, we are
going to cause nndue eompetition with the
working class of this State. I stated be-
fore, wheh referring to the socialistic en-
terprises, that it was doubly wrong for
a Government ruled by caucus, and die-
tated to by the Trades Hall, to embark
on a policy of the kind eontained in the
Speech, The Colonial Secretary inter-
jected that I was talking nonsense.

-The Colonial Secretary: T never made
use of the expression.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Somebody in that
quarter said I was talking nonsense. If -
I was talking nomsense, I am going to
give facts in connection with another mat-
ter which shows that if the Trades Hall
people do not dominate the party in
power, they have, at any rate, met with a
great amount of good luek in connection
with the publie funds of this State. Mem-
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bers will know at once that I refer to the
proposals of the Government in regard to
the Trades Hall in Perth. The Trades Hall
people purchased the land with their own
money, and they were justified in doing
so, and they erected a half with their own
monay, which also they were justified in
doing, but a Labour Premier, who was
dealing with public money, quite unsolici-
ted—and even if solicited, it was still
entively wrong—promised a thousand
pounds of the money belonging to this
State as a grant in aid of the cost of that
building. That is a new use to which to
apply public money. The Trades Hall
15 nothing more nor less to-day than a
huge politieal organisation, and it ill be-
comes a Covernment, who derive their
powers from that organisation, to be dis-
tributing publie funds, again without con-
sulting Parliament, by giving a grant to-
wards that bailding, But that is not the
worst aspect of the question. The Premier
says, ““We are land nationalisationists
and we are prepared, if you transfer the
property to us, to pay you the whole eost
of the land and buildings, and give it
hack to you at a peppercorn rental’’

Hon. J. P, Cullen: At three or four
per cent,

Hon. M. L. MOSS : Well, three or four
per cent. I do not suppose that the
Liberal League are going to ask for any
such consideration, but, assuming that
they de, will'land and buildings be pro-
vided at the three or four per cent. for
the Opposition organisation? We know
what reception a request of that sort
would meet with. It is a seandalous
abuse of power that public funds should
be utilised for purposes of that kind, The
Trades Hall nominees in the Government
have their instructions no doubt-in regard
to that. The dress rehearsal in publie,
whirh oceurred afterwards, T pay no at-
tention to, but the nominees of the Trades
Hall were told, I presume, to provide the
necessary funds at three or four per cent.,
and T repeat that it is a scandalous abuse
of power that public money should be
utilised in this fashion. After it had be-
come public property that the Common-
wealth Government were embarking on a
banking business, I and other members

realised the danger that the State Savings
Banks were in. Mr. Wilson, when Pre-
mier, had said in September last, just be-
fore the general elections, that the Gov-
ernment were holding 2s. in the pound
only of liquid assets to liquidate the ob-
ligations of the taxpayers to the Savings
Bank, and there were at that time some-
thing like four million pounds worth of
deposits in the bank. In other words,
there was roughly £400,000 available to
meet the liability of four milliens, and I
and others viewed with apprehension the
passibility of the Commonwealth embark-
ihg in the banking business. and the State
Government allowing our Government
Savings Bank  deposits to be con-
trolled by Tederal officers. As hon.
members know,  with the exception
of Perth and Frewantle, where there
are branches of the Bavings Bank
ithe business throughout the State is done
by Federal officers employed in the Postal
Department. I immediately asked the
Colonial Secrvetary whether, in view of
the position which had been reaclied, the
Government would remove the whole of
these deposits to the eontrol of some State
depariment, or number of State depart-
menis, The hon. gentleman first asked me
to postpone the question, It was a short
session. aud we were working at lhigh
pressure, but on five occeasions I tried
to extract an answer. It was under
consideration, was the reply I received
in the expiring hours of the session, I
asked the question again to-day, so that
I might be able to make use of the answer
in the speech I am delivering. Surely
the Government have had time to consider
this grave question, which is of paramount
importance to us.  The whole of the
money for the running of the Agrieunl-
tural Bank comes from the Savings Bank,
and a number of other important under-
takings get their funds from the samne
institution; and if those funds are under
the control of Federal officers, whose first
duty is to serve the Commonwealth, it
will become a most sericus financial pro-
blem for the Government if obliged to
find the bulk of that money quickly. They
ecamnot do it. If such a demand were made
they would be obliged to go, cap in hand,
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to the Federal Government and borrow
the money back from them at a higher
rate of interest. But the Labour party
throughout Australia are Unificafionists,
and anything, it seems to me, all aleng,
that will force on Unification they are
always supporting. There is not ibe
slightest doubt that the Ministry i West-
ern Ausiralia are very strong supporters
of Mv. Fisher and his policy, and it is
a question as to whether Mr. Fisher is
entitled fo the greatest amount of support
to carry out the proposals of the Federal
Government, or whether, for the finanecial
safety of this country, it was not the pro-
per course to pursue to remove the Savings
Bank deposits from Commonweslth con-
trol. This is what the Victorian Govern-
ment have done—1I am quoting from page
279 of The Austrelasian Insurance and
Banking Record, published in April of
this year, in which there is a small article
under the heading of “The Victorian Sav-
ings Banks”—

In pursuance of its resolution to de-
feat the designs of the Commonwealth
Government with respect to the Savings
Bank the Victorian State Government
has given notice that it will not require
the services of the post offices after the
end of May. There were 350 post office
agencies, and in substitution there will
be forty-two new branches of the Sav-
ings Bank and 318 new agencies. For
the new branches snitable buildings are
in course of erection. Of the new agen-
cies 200 will be conducted by business
people or leading munieipal officers in
country towns, and the remainder by
the trading banks, with whom arrange-
ments for representation have been
made.

Then follows a list of the banks, and the
towns with branches of these banks with
which these arrangements have been made
by the Vietorian Government for carrying
on the Savings Bank business. That is
something of the policy I wanted the
Government to carry out last October, and
now we are in the month of July, and
‘they are still considering it, and they
are going to consider it probably at the
time when we find the bulk of these de-
posits under the eentrol, as they now are,

of the Federal officers, at the credit of
banking accounts that will be controlled
by the Commonwealth. In my opinion,
that is very bad business. We have four
and a guarter millions of money in jeo-
pardy. The Government cannot bhe so
flush of the funds neeessary for earrying
on these important institutions which bor-
row from the Savings Bank that they ean
afford to run a risk like that, Herve 15 the
experience in Vietoria, and ean the Gov-
ernment reasonably, in the interests of the
country, delay or postpone dealing with
this impovtant matter for another instant?
However, if they do, their chickens will
eome home to roost. I denlt some time
ago with the unfair attack that bad been
made by the members of the Ministry and
others who were fighting the election in
the interests of the Labour party in Mav
last, and I specially referved to the speech
Mr. Davis made the other day when he
accused this House of throwing out the
Arbitration Bill. In the Governor's
Speech it is mentioned that a Consolidat-
ing Conciliation and Arbitration Bill is to
be one of the measures to be submitted
for our consideration. Within about a
vear or so we have had two tram strikes,
a coal strike, a brickmakers' strike, a
plumbers’ strike, a lumpers’ strike, an
aerated water employees’ strike, and a
strike at the loco. shops, and all of these
men were working under awards or in-
dustrial agreements under the Aet; vyef,
whereas strikes are unlawful, probabiy
with the exception of one proseention, in
the case of the tram strike in Perth, this
important law has been broken without
any attempt to penalise those responsible
for breaking it. Purthermore, we have
the fact that the section of the Aet which
penalises the strikers, as I have said be-
fore, 1s practically a dead letter; beeaunse
the non-payment of fines means imprison-
ment, and imprisonment, means the use of
military barracks, and even if we had
military barracks it would be intolerable
and impossible in a community like this.
No one would advoeate it; I wounld not
at any rate. When the new Arbitration
Bill comes along what other provisions
are poing fo be inserted to secure the en-
forecement of these awards? Mr. Dodd
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has admitied to me in the House, and
others have, that this is the weak point
in this class of legislation. I have not
had an opportunity of perusing the New
Zealand statute; but from a cablegram I
read in the T¥est Australian a little while
ago, I suspect that they have some law
which makes the funds of the unions res-
ponsible for the observance of these
awards, '

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
They have not that power,

Hon. M. L. MOSS: They may not, but
are our Governmeut going to make a rea-
sonably legitimate attemapt to’secure the
observance of these awards?

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister);
Why are there no strikes against the Fed-
eral awards?

Hon. M. L. MOSS: That is an unfor-
tunate interjection. I answer it by using
the words of Mr. W. H. Irvine, of the
House of Representatives. A statement
had bheen made by Mr. Justice Higgins
that there had been no strikes against his
awards, and that there had heen such a
large number of industrial agreements en-
tered info. Mr. Irvine said, “Yes, it was
no wonider from the elass of award, and
it was not surprising there was sueh a
large number of indusirial agreemenis as
peaple were afraid of approaching the
court.” Other polilicians in  Australia
have accused Mr. Jusiice Higgins of be-
ing a sentimental humbug. I have said
enongh when I point out that in no ap-
plication to the Federal court has there
ever been an award given that has created
the slightest amount of disapproval, so
far as the workers are econeerned.

Hon. J. ¥. Dodd (Henorary Minister) :
You said in the course of vour speech
that judges should be above that.

ITon. M. L. MOBS : You are asking
me why there have been no complaints
against Federal awards; [ am quofing
to vou from speeches that have been made
by eminent men in Australia, and yon ean
draw your own conclusions.. -But the faet
remains that in any mepsure that pretends
to be a measure dealing with this ques-
tion there must be some legitimate at-
{tempt made to enforce obedience ta these
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awards. A man’s property is easily got
at. If a master is being attacked for dis-
obedience of an award, it can be enforeed
by ordinary means of execution on his
property; but when dealing with large
badies of men it is a different proposi-
tion. The result of years of experience
has shown that the Aet is an instrument
of oppression in the hands of the men.
They can always enforge an award they
choose to obey, however strong it-may be,
and however unfair against the master;
but the master has not got that power to
enforce the observance of an award
against the men. However, we shall
see when the Bill comes down what it
proposes. The large number of strikes
that bhave taken place, not only in this
State but . throughout Aunstralia is a
very serious blot on this class of legis-
lation. But it is not surprising they
take place, when the greatesi amount of
sympathy is evineed by people in bLigh
positions towards these strikes. Even
the Prime Minister subseribed to a strike
fund, and other wen in responsible posi-
tions in the Commonwealth state that
strikers shonld get all sorts of preferences
and priorities. Is it to be wondered
at when people in high positions talk and
ach in this way, that we should have
these strikes? But in any legislation
proposed to deal with this question, there
must be some attempt made to deal with
this very weal spot in conneetion with it.

Hon. 4. Cornell :  Would you be a
party to compelling a man to work?

Hon. M. L. BIOSS : No. Bot I wonld
be a party lo eompelling all men to allow
other men to live. I have heard in the
eourse of debates in this House ahout
men being vietimised; T have heard a lot
aboutmen bheing viefimised; T have a lot
of that; but T have seen a lot more ty-
ranty on the part of men who strike,
aceusing others of being ‘‘scabs’™ and
“ihlacklegs,”’ and terrérising over ithem
until they join the ranks of the strikers,
In that there is refusal to sallow people
to live. Omne part .of the Governcr’'s
Speech meets with my entire approvaly
that is where it mentions railways to
open up. the country.



[3 Jury, 1012.] 59

Hon. J. D. Connolly :  What is the
good of pascing railways if they ean only
build 200 miles a year?

Hon, M. L. MOS8 :  Bul, still, the
policy is good. The country needs to be
opened up. Railways ean be made in this
country as cheaply as main roads in
other parts of Aunstralia, and the more
railways we make into the interior the
hetter it will be.

Hon., R. D. MeKenzie :
ing of Esperance now?

Hon. M. L. MOSS : I am tfalking of
justifiable railways. T shall be a convert
to the Esperance railway when the cir-
camstances justify it. I will be inter-
esting to ascertain what has been done
to earry out the recommendation of Mr.
Paterson in the minovity report of the
Advisory Board as to testing that eoun-
try, that enormous belt of wheat-produe-
ing couniry, to aseertain whether if is
capable of producing what the majority
of the Advisory Board said it was capable
of doing. Railways throughout the coun-
try at proper distances to open it up and
vive facilities for transif, is a good poliey,
and I shall support the Government to a
very great extent in ¢arrying out a policy
of that kind. They propose a scheme of
irrvigation at IJarvey. - 1t i3 excellent
work. They deserve to be highly com-
mended in endeavouring to make the
country more productive; . they are de-
serving of the greatest commendation for
undertaking a work of that kind. 8o
with their policy of agricultural develop-
ment. Now we come to one aspect of
their poliey which is surrounded with the
greatest difliculties.  The agrienliural
possibilities of the eountry are absolutely
undoubted? 1Where there is agricultural
Iand, no doubt it will be a payable pro-
posilion to make railways. At ihe elee-
tion, as well as since the election, it was
caid the mining indusiry had not received
a sufficient amount of encouragement in
the past. I contended all along that huge
sums of money had been expended to aid
thai industyy; and it will be diffienlt for
My, Collier, as successor to Mr. Gregory,
te do more than Mr. Gregory did in con-

Yon are talk-

nection with bringing that industry to the

position it ought to oceupy, and the posi-

tion it occupied in times gone by in this
State, There is to be a systematic pros-
pecting of the eountry. It will be inter-

esting to find out how that is to
be achieved. T am not an advoeate
of low wages; but unless the pros-

peeling is to be undertaken by the
Government, who will find the money for
the men to go out into the ecountry? It
is very doubtful if the eapitalist, at the
rates of wages that must be paid under
the Arbitration Court awards, ean atford
fo go out in the back country and pros.
1 ect it, but if they do, and if it results in
the 'Qiscovery of another Clolden Mile in
this State, it will be the hest dav’s work
in Western Australia, A gold mining
field again will give good vigour to this
country; ouwr agriecultural industry will
get the greatest fillip possible. Nothing
can do so mueh to a eouniry like Wes-
tern Australia as another mineral find,
So far as the expenditure of a reasonahle
amount, or a large amount, of money is
concerned, it will be good poliey on the
part of any Government to pursne it ;
bit I see a wreat diffienlty in the way,
if the Government are depending on pri-
vate enterprise to prospect this country
at the rate of wages paid ou the Golden
Mile. They are better able to answer
this question than I, as to whether they
ean gel anyone who iz going te find the
funds to do it.” Now, it is a matter for
the greatest possible regret that T have to
stand i mny place in the House and say
a few words in regard to the fiasco which
has rvesulted in connection with the Fre-
mantle doek. I was a strong advocate
of the worlk, all along.

Hon. C. Bommers: I advised you about
that.

Hen. M. 1. MOSS : Never mind what
advice you gave. In comparison with
what I am talking about, your advice is
not worth a rap. The construection of that
dock was started under the best expert
advice the Government of the couniry
eonld procure.

Hon, C. Sommers: You lock at those
rej)orts now, '

Hon.- M. 1. M085: Sir hatehr
Ejiot, came and advised that Rous Head
was’ the best site, and in reply to ques-
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tions he said that if the bridges were all
away and he kad a free hand to choose
a site for the dock Rous Head would be
the position, Certainly you cannet do
better than follow the best expert adviece
the British Admiralty were able to send.
But I eannot bring my mind to believe that
the people responsible for the starting of
that doek have not heen sadly wanting in
their duty to the country. The arvea em-
braced by the dock is very small, and the
putting down of bores every five or six
feet ta thoroughly find out exactly what
they had ai the bottom must have been a
simple matter. I should say that a sum
of from £5,000 to £10,000 wounld bhave
made perfectly sure as to what was under-
neath, The construection of that dock was
strongly advoeated, partienlarly by repre-
senfaiives from Fremantle, It is quite
obvious that PFremanile representatives
were actunted by two motives in advocat-
ing the construetion of a dock. In the
first place it was regarded as a practic-
able national concern, and in the second
place the expenditure was to take place
at Fremantle. Therefore it was only rea-
sonable to suppose that the Fremantle re-
presentatives would be strong supporters
of the dock. But I never would have sup-
ported any dock at Fremantle if we had
heen supplied with data which would lead
us to the conclusion that it meant the
throwing of the better part of £200,000
into the sea. Tt is a disgrace to the pro-
fessional advisers that so much money
shonld have been expended and so much
work proceeded with without proper bor-
ings to satisfy them that the money so ex-
pended was not geing to be thrown away.
I have spoken at too great a length and
I now come to say that it is necessary, in
view of the epinion I hold of the uncon-
stitutional practices of which the Govern-
ment have been puilty, that some protest
should be made by this House. It is not,
I say emphatieally, a protest made with
the intention of refusing the Government
the necessary appropriation when they ask
for it. They will get that, They went to
the country wpon these questions. They
were refurned to cheapen the cost of liv-
ing, if they could do it, and this House
dare not refuse them the necessary money

to earry out the policy distinetly and
prominently before the electors, That is
one question. Tt is another question en-
tirely to ignore the constitutional privi-
leges of this Chantber, and I say that you,
Sir, in the first place, the Chairman of
Committees, and the members of the Gov-
ernment in this House are the people we
look to to uphold the privileges of the
Chamber and not have it treated in a way
which reduces il to a mere sham. I there-
fore move the following amendment—

That all the words after the word
“Severeign’’ be struck out with a view
of inserting the following words:—
“and to prolest ageinst expenditure tn-
curred by your Fzcellency's Ministers
without an dct of Appropriation, such
procedure being derogatory to the pri-
vileges of Parliament and subversive of
the Constitution, while in addition there-
to the proposal contained in your Ex-
cellency’s Speech, implying that a rati-
fication by the Legislative Assembly of
such unauthorised expenditure is suffi-
cient in law, ignores the constitutional
rights of the Legislative Council.”

The PRESIDENT: Hon. members
will address themselves to the amendment,
which becomes a substantive motion. They
will subsequently have an opportunity of
addressing themselves to the Address-in-
reply.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY {(Hon.
J. M. Drew) : In accordance with cnstom
I will reply when everyone else has ad-
dressed the House; that has been the cus-
tom,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Not at all. The
Minister should reply to the challenge.

On motion by Hon. C, Sommers debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.8 p.m.



